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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment filed 13 February 2008 has been entered. Claims 1-18 are 
pending. Claims 1,7, 13 and 16 are amended. This action is FINAL. 

Specification 

The amendment to the specification filed 13 February 2008 has been entered. 
Claim Objections 

As per claims 1,7, 13 and 16, "the cell" lacks proper antecedent basis in the claims. It 
should be referred to as "the spreadsheet-based cell." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by "StatTrak K- 



ForCE Pocket PC Edition Help," AUPro Sports Software, June 2003 (StatTrak). 
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1 . StatTrak teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a value, the 
method comprising the steps of," see Fig. 51 and "Here we've scored the first two pitches. The 
first strike was scored by simply tapping the box." 

StatTrak teaches "tapping on the spreadsheet-based cell," see Fig. 51 and 7.1, "Scoring 
balls and strikes is as easy as tapping on [sic] of the five pitch boxes," where the claimed 
"spreadsheet-based cell" is one of the referenced "five pitch boxes." 

StatTrak teaches "automatically increasing the value of the cell by a predetermined 
increment each time the cell is tapped," see Fig. 51 and 7.1, "In addition, you can enter strikes 
with a tap and swipe up to indicate a foul ball, or a tap and swipe down to indicate a called strike. 
This leaves a tap and release indicating a swinging strike," where the claimed "predetermined 
increment" is determined by the way the cell is tapped. 

StatTrak teaches "and recording a statistic of an athletic competition using the value of 
the cell," see Fig. 5 1 and 7. 1, "Numbers appear in the boxes indicating the pitch count of each 
ball/strike," where the claimed "statistic" is the referenced "pitch count." 

2. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 1, wherein the step of tapping on the cell is 
performed by a person," see 7.1, "In addition, you can enter strikes with a tap and swipe up to 
indicate a foul ball, or a tap and swipe down to indicate a called strike." 

3. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 1, wherein the step of tapping on the cell 
comprises the step of tapping on a touch screen using a stylus," see Fig. 51 and 8.0, "Much of the 
game can be scored without the use of the stylus" which shows that the previously cited 
"tapping" is performed with the stylus. 
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4. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 1, wherein the step of automatically increasing 
the value of the cell by a predetermined increment is performed by a computer," see 1 .0, "K- 
ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for PocketPC." 

5. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 4, wherein the computer is a handheld 
computer," see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for PocketPC." 

6. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of automatically 
updating the value of other cells whose value depends upon the value of the cell," see 
"Scoreboard. . . A scoreboard is maintained and updated with runs, hits and errors, with an 
inning by inning total of runs." 

7. StatTrak teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a cell-based 
drop-down list, the drop-down list including a plurality of alternative cell values, the method 
comprising the steps of," see Figs. 28-33, where the user can select the player and position. 

StatTrak teaches "tapping on the spreadsheet-based cell," see Figs. 28-33, where the 
claimed "spreadsheet-based cell" is the referenced cell into which the first player number is 
entered. 

StatTrak teaches "automatically displaying the drop-down list in response to tapping on 
the cell," see Fig. 29, which displays the claimed "drop-down list." 

StatTrak teaches "tapping on one of the alternative cell values to select a new cell value," 
see Figs. 29-30 and "Here we select number 63, Joe," where the claimed "alternative cell values" 
are the referenced list of players. 

StatTrak teaches "and automatically entering the new cell value into the cell," see Figs. 
30-31, where the claimed "new cell value" is the referenced "63." 
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StatTrak teaches "wherein the new cell value represents a new value of a player in an 
athletic competition," see Figs. 28-31, where the referenced number "63" "represents a new 
value of a player." 

8. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, wherein the steps of tapping on the cell and 
tapping on one of the alternative cell values are performed by a person," see Fig. 29 and "We can 
enter the starting lineup by number. Here we select number 63, Joe." 

9. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, wherein the steps of tapping on the cell and 
tapping on one of the alternative cell values comprise the step of tapping on a touch screen using 
a stylus," see 8.0, "Much of the game can be scored without the use of the stylus" which shows 
that the previously cited "tapping" is performed with the stylus. 

10. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, wherein the steps of automatically 
displaying the drop-down list and automatically entering the new cell value are performed by a 
computer," see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for PocketPC." 

11. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 10, wherein the computer is a handheld 
computer," see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for PocketPC." 

12. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 7, further comprising the step of 
automatically updating the value of other cells whose value depends upon the value of the cell," 
see "Scoreboard. . . A scoreboard is maintained and updated with runs, hits and errors, with an 
inning by inning total of runs." 

13. StatTrak teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a value, the 
method comprising the steps of," see Fig. 51 and "Here we've scored the first two pitches. The 
first strike was scored by simply tapping the box." 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/804,27 1 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2168 

StatTrak teaches "clicking on the spreadsheet-based cell," see Fig. 51 and 7.1, "Scoring 
balls and strikes is as easy as tapping on [sic] of the five pitch boxes," where the claimed 
"spreadsheet-based cell" is one of the referenced "five pitch boxes." 

StatTrak teaches "automatically increasing the value of the cell by a predetermined 
increment each time the cell is clicked," see Fig. 51 and 7.1, "In addition, you can enter strikes 
with a tap and swipe up to indicate a foul ball, or a tap and swipe down to indicate a called strike. 
This leaves a tap and release indicating a swinging strike," where the claimed "predetermined 
increment" is determined by the way the cell is tapped. 

StatTrak teaches "and recording a statistic of an athletic competition using the value of 
the cell," see Fig. 51 and 7.1, "Numbers appear in the boxes indicating the pitch count of each 
ball/strike." 

14. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 13, wherein the step of clicking on the cell is 
performed by a person using a computer mouse or other pointing device," see Fig. 51 and 8.0, 
"Much of the game can be scored without the use of the stylus" which shows that the previously 
cited "clicking" is performed with the stylus. 

15. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 13, wherein the step of automatically 
increasing the value of the cell by a predetermined increment is performed by a personal 
computer or laptop," see 1.0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for PocketPC." 

16. StatTrak teaches "A method of updating a spreadsheet-based cell having a cell- based 
drop-down list, the drop-down list including a plurality of alternative cell values, the method 
comprising the steps of," see Figs. 28-33, where the user can select the player and position. 
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StatTrak teaches "clicking on the spreadsheet-based cell," see Figs. 28-33, where the 
claimed "spreadsheet-based cell" is the referenced cell into which the first player number is 
entered. 

StatTrak teaches "automatically displaying the drop-down list in response to clicking on 
the cell," see Fig. 29, which displays the claimed "drop-down list." 

StatTrak teaches "clicking on one of the alternative cell values to select a new cell value," 
see Figs. 29-30 and "Here we select number 63, Joe," where the claimed "alternative cell values" 
are the referenced list of players. 

StatTrak teaches "and automatically entering the new cell value into the cell," see Figs. 
30-31, where the claimed "new cell value" is the referenced "63." 

StatTrak teaches "wherein the new cell value represents a new rating of a player in an 
athletic competition," see Figs. 28-31, where the referenced number "63" "represents a new 
value of a player." 

17. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 16, wherein the steps of clicking on the cell 
and clicking on one of the alternative cell values are performed by a person using a computer 
mouse or other pointing device," see 8.0, "Much of the game can be scored without the use of 
the stylus" which shows that the previously cited "clicking" is performed with the stylus. 

18. StatTrak teaches "The method of claim 16, wherein the steps of automatically 
displaying the drop-down list and automatically entering the new cell value are performed by a 
personal computer or laptop," see 1 .0, "K-ForCE is a baseball/softball scoring program for 
PocketPC." 
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Response to Arguments 

As per Applicant's argument that StatTrak does not teach tapping/clicking on a 
spreadsheet-based cell and automatically increasing the value of the cell by a predetermined 
increment each time the cell is tapped/clicked as recited in claims 1 and 13, the Examiner 
respectfully disagrees. Specifically, the Examiner cited Fig. 51 and 7.1, "Scoring balls and 
strikes is as easy as tapping on [sic] of the five pitch boxes. In addition, you can enter strikes 
with a tap and swipe up to indicate a foul ball, or a tap and swipe down to indicate a called strike. 
This leaves a tap and release indicating a swinging strike." Even if the StatTrak interface were 
not a spreadsheet, which the Examiner contends it is, the five pitch boxes are because they 
"display data in rows and columns on a screen," see "spreadsheet." The American Heritage® 
Dictionary of the English Language, Fourth Edition. Houghton Mifflin Company, 2004. 27 May 
2008. <http://dictionary.reference.com/browse/spreadsheet>. Thus, each pitch box is a 
"spreadsheet-based" cell. 

Further, the value in the pitch box is increased by a predetermined increment each time it 
is tapped/clicked. The claimed "predetermined increment" is determined by the type of tap, e.g. 
"tapping" or "tap and swipe up." While the user only taps each pitch box once per player, its 
value is increased "each time the cell is tapped." For example, the user taps the first pitch box 
for the first player, incrementing its value to a strike. The next time the user taps that cell, it will 
be blank, and its value will be incremented according to the type of tap. There is nothing in the 
claim language that prevents the value of the cell from returning to zero before it is tapped again. 
Thus, StatTrak teaches tapping/clicking on a spreadsheet-based cell and automatically increasing 
the value of the cell by a predetermined increment each time the cell is tapped/clicked. 
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As per Applicant's argument that StatTrak does not teach StatTrak teaches 
"automatically displaying the drop-down list in response to tapping on the cell" as recited in 
claim 7, the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Specifically, the Examiner cited Figs. 28-29, 
which display the claimed "spreadsheet-based cell" and "drop-down list." The interface of Figs. 
28-29 is clearly a spreadsheet, thus the claimed "spreadsheet-based cell" is the referenced cell 
into which the first player number is entered. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to AARON SANDERS whose telephone number is (571)270-1016. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:00a-5:00p. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Tim Vo can be reached on 571-272-3642. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tim T. Vo/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 
2168 

/Aaron Sanders/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2168 
12 May 2008 



